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nuclear weapons. Once again, he reminded us 
all that while nuclear weapons will not be 
eliminated overnight, the United States must 
be a leader and take the first steps toward 
elimination of these weapons. As the founder 
of the Global Security Institute, he was able to 
forge ahead with this dream of abolishing nu-
clear weapons. 

With his passing, the peace and nuclear dis-
armament community certainly lost a true 
friend and leading voice. On behalf of the 
thousands of citizen groups that will continue 
to campaign for the elimination of nuclear 
weapons, I thank him for his ground breaking 
work in this arena. And, everyone should 
know, we will continue in this shared quest to 
make the world safe from the dangers of nu-
clear weapons. 
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Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I wish today to 
join my colleagues in paying my respects to 
one of California’s longtime, dedicated public 
servants, the late Senator Alan Cranston, who 
passed away last New Year’s Eve. 

Alan Cranston’s career of public service 
spanned almost half of the 20th century. He 
was first elected State controller of California 
in 1958, and was sent to the Senate by Cali-
fornia voters in 1968. He served there through 
1993. Throughout his career, Cranston dedi-
cated himself to a range of important 
causes—seeking to strengthen federal envi-
ronmental laws, to expand assistance to the 
disadvantaged in society and to bolster civil 
rights. His commitment to arms control led him 
to work closely with President Reagan for the 
Intermediate Range Nuclear Force Treaty, 
even though the two agreed on little else. 
Senator Cranston was also respected for his 
advocacy of the interests of his State—for 
farmers, film makers, aerospace companies, 
financial institutions and independent oil pro-
ducers. 

Throughout his career and throughout his 
life, Alan Cranston distinguished himself with 
his hard work, his tenacity and his self-dis-
cipline. He was an Olympic-class runner who 
kept himself in shape through the end of his 
life. He took the time to make himself an ex-
pert in whatever issue he was working on. 
Whether it was arms control, housing, or the 
views and concerns of his Senate colleagues, 
Alan Cranston took the time to master the 
subject. It was this discipline that made him an 
extremely effective party-builder, coalition 
builder, advocate and legislator. That dedica-
tion and that commitment deserve our respect. 
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Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, throughout the 
neighborhoods of New York, millions mourn 
the death of former Mayor John Lindsay. He 
is still remembered as the great patron of 
community empowerment who provided the 
opportunity for the people on the bottom to 
enter the mainstream of New York politics as 
well as civil service and government employ-
ment. 

John Lindsay was a highly visible and ar-
ticulate idealist and advocate for greater inclu-
sion of minorities in the American dream. Al-
though his direct impact on policy and practice 
never moved beyond New York City, he be-
longs in the category with Robert and John 
Kennedy and Franklin Roosevelt. 

Assuming great political risks, Lindsay was 
one of the few leaders in the nation who seri-
ously adopted Lyndon Johnson’s ‘‘Maximum 
feasible participation of the poor’’ policy. His 
administration made a Herculean effort to in-
stitutionalize power-sharing down to the local 
level. Instead of siphoning off dollars and re-
sources from federal programs like the Com-
munity Action Program and the Model Cities 
initiative, Lindsay added city support and thus 
increased his own tax and budget burdens. 

With ignorance and incompetence, the peo-
ple on the bottom sometimes betrayed their 
mayoral advocate; however, it was the lack of 
vision and the resistance within the ranks of 
the city’s organized machine Democrats which 
blocked the realization of a new progressive 
base for the governing of New York City. Un-
fortunately, Lindsay never sought to build a 
movement or even his own partisan machine. 
But as a solo force, a lone Achilles of New 
York politics, he left a lasting legacy of new 
leadership within the poor and minority com-
munities. 

After serving as a commissioner appointed 
by John Lindsay, I was elected to the New 
York State Senate in 1974. When I entered 
the legislature for the first time, I noted that 
every minority member of the legislature had 
previously been in some way supported by the 
Community Action Program or the Model Cit-
ies Program, both empowerment vehicles 
sponsored by John V. Lindsay. 

New York City mourns a great visionary 
leader and champion of the poor and power-
less. 

THE LINDSAY TRUMPET STILL SOUNDS 

For the Great John Lindsay 
The grave is not a period, 
But a colon: 
The good comes 
Flowing endlessly afterwards 
In offspring never seen, 
Achievements never footnoted. 
John Lindsay’s trumpet sounds 
In the heads 
Of unknown urban soldiers; 
The posterity of the powerless 
Now hear the beat of new drums; 
The smothering of grassroots fervor 
Is now a gasping scheme; 
Heroes from the neighborhoods 

May still match the Lindsay dream. 
A Socrates for empowerment, 
He spawned Platos and Aristotles; 
Somewhere his Alexanders 
Are mobilizing new young armies. 
For the Great John Lindsay 
The grave is not a decaying period 
But a bright blossoming colon: 
The movement is not yet murdered, 
Its fervor only temporarily stolen; 
The rivers of righteous anger 
Again are fully swollen. 
Alive nailed to an unjust cross 
Big John bled away alone; 
With resurrections of his disciplines 
New Lindsay miracles of the City 
Can still be carved in stone. 
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Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, one of the world’s 
most thoughtful health policy experts and ad-
vocates, Dr. Milton L. Roemer has passed 
away. His brillance and insights will be sorely 
missed by all those who were his students 
and who had the privilege of working with him. 

Few of us in Congress ever get a law 
named after us, and even fewer people 
throughout the world get a law of nature or 
science named after themselves—but Roe-
mer’s law is a law that all of us in health policy 
and finance must live and deal with daily. In 
popular language, Roemer’s law is ‘‘build it 
and they will come’’—which he postulated way 
before the movie was ever dreamed of. In 
health policy, it means that in an insured pop-
ulation, if you add beds to a health care facil-
ity, they will get filled. In medicine and health 
care, supply can drive demand. The implica-
tions for health policy, costs, and financing are 
key to many of the problems we face and will 
be facing in the decades to come. 

Roemer’s law is just one of the innumerable 
contributions he gave the world. Since earning 
his medical degree 60 years ago, he worked 
on public health problems in 71 nations, pub-
lished as sole author 20 books[!!], co-authored 
12 other books, and 430 articles. The doctor 
was obviously possessed of energy and talent 
almost beyond imagination. 

Dr. Roemer earned the MD degree from 
New York University in 1940, along with a 
masters’ degree in sociology from Cornell Uni-
versity in 1939, and a public health degree 
from the University of Michigan in 1943. 

As a medical officer of the New Jersey 
State Health Department, he supervised 92 
venereal disease clinics, as they were called 
in 1943. During World War II as a member of 
the commissioned corps of the US Public 
Health Service, he served as Assistant to the 
Chief Medical Officer of the War Food Admin-
istration and Associate in Medical Care Ad-
ministration to the Chief of the State Relations 
Division. His 1948 book, written with F.D. Mott 
Rural Health and Medical Care was the first to 
analyze systematically rural health care needs 
and services in the United States. 
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